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A simple, poetic telling of Everett Anderson's feelings as he copes with and accepts the fact of his father's death. 





Sadako Sasaki was just two when the atom bomb was dropped on her home city of Hiroshima. Ten years later she developed leukemia. Facing long days in bed, Sadako spent the time folding paper cranes, for the legend holds that if a sick person folds 1,000, the gods will make her well again. 








As a child Alice Rumphius dreamed of travel . . . and of a house by the sea; but Grandfather had made one further request: 'You must do something to make the world more beautiful.'  








Tommy loved his family's Sunday visits to his grandmother, Nana Downstairs, and his great-grandmother, Nana Upstairs. When Nana Upstairs dies his family's closeness helps him to accept her death. 








A young girl learns to cope with her feelings about her sister's accidental death








When Annie's Navajo grandmother says that when Annie's mother's rug is completely woven that the grandmother will die, Annie tries to hold back time by unweaving the rug in secret.








Eighteen young people ranging in age from seven to sixteen discuss the questions, fears, and bereavement they experienced when one of their parents died.








The cycle of life and death becomes a difficult burden for Vicky during the summer her grandfather is dying of leukemia.  15-year-old Vicky finds comfort with the pod of dolphins with which she has been doing research. � 





Thirteen-year-old Meg envies her sister Molly's beauty and popularity, and these feelings make it difficult for her to cope with Molly's illness and death. 





Jess copes with tragedy by going to a secret kingdom in the woods invented by newcomer Leslie Burke. �





Fourteen children offer facts and advice to give young readers a better understanding of death. 








No one, least of all his best friend, dreamed that Jamie's exuberance and a harmless prank could end in his sudden death. But when it does, his friend must find the strength to bear his grief and his feeling that he might have saved his friend.








Waterbugs and Dragonflies is a graceful fable written by Doris Stickney who sought a meaningful way to explain to neighborhood children the death of a five-year-old friend. 





Reading level: Ages 4-8


In simple phrases narrated by a child whose cat, Barney, has just died, the author succinctly and honestly handles both the emotions stemming from the loss of a beloved pet and the questions about the finality of death which naturally arise in such a situation. . . . An unusually good book that handles a difficult subject straightforwardly








An affectionate pig named Wilbur befriends a spider named Charlotte, who lives in the rafters above his pen. Wilbur is devastated when he learns of his destiny as a pig on the farm. Determined to save her friend, Charlotte spins a web that reads "Some Pig,"  In this story of friendship, hardship, and the passing on into time, E.B. White reminds us to open our eyes to the wonder and miracle often found in the simplest of things





Reading level: Ages 9-12


An affectionate, sometimes bashful pig named Wilbur befriends a spider named Charlotte, who lives in the rafters above his pen. A prancing, playful bloke, Wilbur is devastated when he learns of the destiny that befalls all those of porcine persuasion. Determined to save her friend, Charlotte spins a web that reads "Some Pig," convincing the farmer and surrounding community that Wilbur is no ordinary animal and should be saved. In this story of friendship, hardship, and the passing on into time, E.B. White reminds us to open our eyes to the wonder and miracle often found in the simplest of things. 








Describes the relationship of a grandfather and his granddaughter from her birth to his death. 








There is a little bird lying on its side. Its eyes are closed and there's no heart beat. The children are very sorry, so they decide to say good-bye. In the forest, they dig a hole for the bird, and cover it with warm ferns and flowers. Finally, their sweet song sends the little bird on its way.








The story of a Japanese boy who must face life after escaping the tidal wave destruction of his family and village 











Freddie and the other leaves on his tree pass through the seasons and, with the coming of winter, fall to the ground. This warm and sympathetic parable explains the delicate balance between life and death. 








4-8 After his dog Bodger is hit by a truck and killed, Christopher must deal with his feelings of grief and guilt. 
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CHILDREN’S BOOKS DEALING WITH DEATH AND GRIEF





Brown, Margaret The Dead Bird 


Reading level: Ages 4-8�














Aliki, The Two of Them


Reading level: Ages 4-8























Carrick, Carol The Accident


Reading level: Ages 4-8

















Coerr, Eleanor Sakako and the Thousand Paper Cranes


Reading level: Ages 4-8




















Cooney, Barbara Miss Rumphius


Reading level: Ages 4-8











de Paola, Tomie Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs


Reading level: Ages 4-8

















Clifton, Lucille Everett Anderson’s Goodbye


Reading level: Ages 4-8




















Buscaglia, Leo The Fall of Freddie the Leaf


Reading level: Ages 9-12























Buck, Pearl S. The Big Wave


Reading level: Ages 9-12


























Viorst, Judith The Tenth Good Thing about Barney


Reading level: Ages 4-8





White, E.B.


Charlotte’s Web


Reading level: Ages 9-12





























Miles, Miska


Annie and the Old One


Reading level: Ages 4-8





























Paterson, K.


Bridge to Terabithia


Reading level: Ages 9-12


























Rofes, Eric


The Kid’s Book about Death and Dying


Reading level: Ages 9-12





Smith, Doris Bucanan The Taste of Blackberries


Reading level: Ages 9-12

















Stickney, Doris Waterbugs and Dragonflies


Reading level:  All Ages

















Greene, Constance Beat the Turtle Drum


Reading level: Teenage/young adult




















Krementz, Jill How it Feels when a Parent Dies


Reading level: All ages

















L’Engle, Madeleine A Ring of Endless Light


Reading level: Ages 9-12




















Lowry, Lois A Summer to Die


Reading level: Teenage/young adult





























In simple phrases narrated by a child whose cat, Barney, has just died, the author succinctly and honestly handles both the emotions stemming from the loss of a beloved pet and the questions about the finality of death which naturally arise in such a situation





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Children’s Books on Death and Grief, continued
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