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From 06 – 08 October 2004, the National Congress on the State of the Science in Nursing Research was held in Washington, DC. This year’s theme was  “Nursing Science – Working Toward a Healthier Nation.” In an effort to showcase the contributions of nurse researchers and influence the national agenda, the Council for the Advancement of Nursing Science (CANS) along with the National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR) and the nation’s top nursing organizations joined together to co-sponsor this biennial event.  Nurse researchers from around the world united with recognized experts, funders of nursing research, policy makers, and academic leaders to explore emerging scientific discoveries related to nursing practice. 


Preceding the start of the meeting, a special panel on War and Research was held. The research initiatives of the TriService Nursing Research Program (TSNRP) were highlighted and presentations were made by military nurses including two Air Force nurses. Major General (Retired) Irene Trowell-Harris presented on research initiatives currently underway in the Veterans Health Administration.  General Trowell-Harris has held leadership positions at the VA, the Air Force and the Air National Guard, and was appointed director of the Center for Women Veterans in October 2001. Congress created the Center for Women Veterans in 1995. As director, Maj. Gen. Trowell-Harris is the primary advisor to the Secretary for Veterans Affairs on women's issues throughout the department. Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Liz Bridges, now at the University of Washington, Seattle, provided an exceptional presentation on operational research being conducted in the Air Force. Dr. Bridges and her esteemed team of Air Force nurse researchers lead the way in operational research across the Department of Defense.

Later that evening, the Friends of NINR (FNINR) sponsored the NightinGala. This event was attended by over 1100 nurse researchers, deans of nursing schools, presidents of medical schools, faculty, senior management of health-related associations, corporate and community leaders as well as members of Congress and their health care and legislative staffs.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Elias Zerhouni who is the Director of the National Institutes of Health. Also during this celebrated event, the FNINR recognized Rear Admiral (Retired) Faye Glenn Abdellah, Ed.D., LL.D., Sc.D., R.N., F.A.A.N. who has been a leader in both the development of nursing research and nursing as a profession within the Public Health Service (PHS).  

This year’s NightinGala and Congress was attended by over 40 military and federal health nurses. 

[image: image2.jpg]



