The Society of Air Force Nurses 

The Society of Air Force Nurses (formerly the Society of Retired Air Force Nurses) invites ALL Air Force nurses to join our organization and to participate in our upcoming regional events.

For those of you unfamiliar with our mission and objectives, here is a brief overview:   

The Society of Retired Air Force Nurses, Inc. was organized in 1986 by 11 retired 

nurses who had a vision!   They formed a non-profit veterans’ organization with 

two purposes:  (1) To provide support and social opportunities for its members 

and (2) To network, share information and provide assistance to Air Force nurses.   

The Society wants and needs to find nurse friends and acquaintances with prior military service with whom we have lost touch over the years.    In 2003, the membership voted to drop “retired” from the name to encourage more active duty, reserve and Air National Guard nurses to join the Society and participate in its many activities.   

The Air Force Nurse Corps is rich in history and our Society’s members have embraced the motto:  “Still Caring  . . .  Still Sharing”    Everyone who reads this article can help to expand the Society and participate in our recruiting efforts.  Merely extend a personal invitation to every nurse colleague you know who is eligible to join our organization.    

Who is eligible to belong?   The Society is open to ALL nurses:   Those nurses who have retired or separated from active duty or reserve service, AND especially those nurses who continue to serve on active duty or in reserve status in the Air Force Reserve or in the Air National Guard; former nurses who were transferred to the Biomedical Service Corps; former members of the Air Force Nurse Corps who were honorably discharged; and nurses who served in the U.S. Army Air Corps and were honorably discharged.    In other words, ANY Air Force Nurse Corps member who wore the Nurse Corps badge on his/her uniform for any length of time.

Benefits of membership are many:   Networking and mentoring opportunities abound with local and regional social events.   For instance, all seven regions will be hosting events as follows:

Pacific Region:  30 Sept – 3 Oct 2004 in Fairfield, CA.  Point of contact, Elvira “Vera” Lee, email LEEJV@earthlink.net or 530-677-4885

Rocky Mountain:  14-17 Oct 2004 in Tucson, AZ.  POC, Pat Chappell, email  patscina@aol.com  or 719-262-9268

North Central:  7-10 Oct 2004 in Rapid City, SD.  POC, Virginia “Ginny” Stubblefield,

815-363-6051 

South Central: 2-3 Sept 2004 in San Antonio, TX.  POC,  Sarah J. Williams, email  

sarah-williams@sbcglobal.net or 210-679-7237 (evenings) or 210-829-6092 (days)   

East Central: 4-7 Nov 2004 in Williamsburg, VA.  POC, Mary Kay Fryman, 937-390-9749

Northeast: 19-21 Sep 2004, Syracuse, NY.  POC, Mary Ritter, email maryritter35@earthlink.net  or 315-652-3208

Southeast:  7-10 Oct 2004, Saint Augustine, FL.   POC, Pat Brennan, email jpbren@aol.com,  850-897-1163

General information about the Society and/or specific events may be obtained by contacting Rita Vokes, Wichita Falls, TX, email  rvokes@swbell.net or at 940-696-2442

Our national biennial conventions provide the opportunity to renew friendships, to meet with other members in local regions, and to receive up-to-date information on a variety of topics of interest to all Air Force nurses.   Those events are held on the odd years, usually in late summer/early fall.  The next national convention will be in Washington DC at the Crystal City Hyatt Regency from 30 Aug – 4 Sep 2005.   For you future planners, the 2007 convention will be in Colorado Springs from 29 Aug – 2 Sep.  

“The Rendezvous” is the Society’s newsletter which is published twice a year with news and activities of members.   A membership directory is published every other year or as needed and is an excellent resource for staying updated with former nursing colleagues and mentors.

The Society has nearly 2,000 members and we want to expand.   

Membership is quite easy!   Submit an application (available on your website) with $20.00 to “SAFN”   P.O. Box 681026, San Antonio, TX  78268-1026.   Make checks payable to Society of  Air Force Nurses, Inc.   Annual renewal is due each January.   Submitting an application after      1 Sep will count for this upcoming year.  For more information, please contact Rita Vokes at rvokes@swbell.net  (please put “SAFN Brochure” in the subject line) or call 940-696-2442.   

Once you become a member, you will be contacted by the Regional Director in your area and informed of upcoming events.   Make the small investment of money and realize the huge rewards of membership.   You will be glad you did!   Air Force Nurses are “still caring . . . still sharing.”  It’s a great way of life!   “AIM HIGH!”

