What a humbling event!  Recently, several nurses from the National Capital Area attended a Purple Heart ceremony honoring nurses for their service during war.  As we sat at Arlington National cemetery gazing at the marble statue of a WW1 nurse, we listened to senior nurses from all services describe contributions of past and present nurses.  Each had sobering stories of dedicated men and women who answered the call to duty and provided life-saving care to injured soldiers.  Finally, we heard from veterans of past wars, the Purple Heart recipients themselves.  They told of terrifying experiences they endured and how in the end an “angels of mercy” helped them to recover and return to their families.  Mr. Ray Funderburk, was one of those Vietnam Veterans who spoke and has given us permission to share his poignant words with you in writing. 

Confusion reigned that deadly day,
Enemy soldiers charged my way.
My rifle jammed, I screamed for help,
But no one came....
The sudden blast lifted me, deafened me,
My body wouldn't respond to me,
A black void enveloped me...
But no one came.
 
I was cold, very cold, body numb.
Ringing in my ears deafened me.
Someone shouted, someone screamed,
Their lips moved, I couldn't hear.
  
I thought I'd died, that awful day,
But suddenly, the pain dulled, went away.
Alive, warm, lying on something soft, 
She touched my brow, a little cough.
 
I opened my eyes, blinked and stared
Into a bright, shiny  face. 
An angel clad in jungle fatigues,
Smiled down on me with grace.
 
"Welcome back," she softly said,
Pulled sheets, straighten my bed.
That angel clad in olive drab
Told me I'd need some rehab.
 
The most beautiful face I've ever seen,
That angel clad in olive green.
God brought me back so I could see,
And bless that angel in O.D.
 
 
This is “must see” ceremony that all military nurses should experience at least once in their lifetime.  The ceremony is hosted by the National Order of the Purple Heart every year on the second Friday in September at 1400 hours at Arlington National Cemetery.  Do yourself a favor and mark your calendars now for September 9th, 2005.  You will be glad you did and so will many of our nation’s Purple Heart Recipients.
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