ANOTHER AIR FORCE FIRST FOR TEAM KADENA 

On 7 July 2004, 

Have you ever wondered what would happen if you were critically ill and needed to be transported for specialized medical care in the United States? For years, the Air Force has deployed Critical Care Air Transport Teams (CCATT) for war casualties that need care in the United States. However, there was no such system in place for peacetime operations. 

At least not until recently … on July 7th, the newly created Critical Care Medical Attendant Team (CCMAT) executed their first and “highly successful” mission.  The CCMAT transported a young Marine from US Naval Hospital Okinawa to Naval Medical Center San Diego for specialized care. Intensive medical care was provided during the 12 hour flight consisting of adjustments to his artificial ventilator machine, diagnostic blood work with a portable laboratory device, round-the-clock intravenous medication administration and vital signs monitoring. 

At the MAJCOM – PACAF level the “driving force” behind the development of the CCMAT concept was Col Schall – PACAF/SG.  This team was actualized through the joint efforts of the 18 Operations Group, the 18th Medical Group and US Naval Hospital Okinawa.  With minimal aircraft training, the CCMAT sprung into action and were on their first live mission with an Aeromedical Evacuation (AE) crew from the 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron and a KC-135 Crew from the 909th Air Refueling Squadron. 

The CCMAT consisted of one internal medicine doctor - Maj (Dr.) Wendy Tong , two critical care nurses - Capt Dean Teehee, LT Angela Dougherty, and a respiratory therapist - SSgt Maria Lourdes Tiglao.  The AE Medical Crew Director was Capt Mike Wascher assisted by SMSgt John Trujillo and SSgt Dunn.
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